
COVID 19 RIDDOR Core Brief 

DATIX Reporting 

During the current Covid-19 pandemic staff are encouraged to continue to report incidents and near 

misses via the Datix reporting system.  

The reporting of accidents and incidents will enable the safety performance of the organisation to be 
monitored and allow statistics relative to the accidents and incidents occurring to be compiled. 
These statistics will provide information about the hazards that employees, patients, visitors and 
others encounter and ensure that suitable precautions can be taken to minimise these hazards and 
prevent a recurrence of an incident that has already caused or could potentially cause injury. 

In relation to Covid-19, such incidents may relate to Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), including 
Respiratory Protective Equipment (RPE) and social/physical distancing etc. 

 

RIDDOR Reporting 

The Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 2013 (RIDDOR) have not 

changed due to Covid-19.  The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) have published guidance to 

employers regarding any reporting under RIDDOR related to Covid-19 

   "You must only make a report under RIDDOR (The Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous 
Occurrences Regulations 2013) when:  

1) an unintended incident at work has led to someone’s possible or actual exposure to coronavirus. 
This must be reported as a dangerous occurrence. 
2) a worker has been diagnosed as having COVID 19 and there is reasonable evidence that it was 
caused by exposure at work. This must be reported as a case of disease. 
3) a worker dies as a result of occupational exposure to coronavirus" 
Hse have provided additional guidance; 
 

In a work situation, it will be very difficult, if not impossible, for employers to establish whether or not 

any infection in an individual was contracted as a result of their work.  Therefore, diagnosed cases of 

Covid 19 are not reportable under RIDDOR unless a very clear work related link is established.   

 In some very limited circumstances, where an individual has either been exposed to or contracted 

Covid 19 as a direct result of their work, those instances could become reportable under RIDDOR 

either as a Dangerous Occurrence (under Regulation 7 and Schedule 2, paragraph 10) or as a disease 

attribute to an occupational exposure to a biological agent (under Regulation 9 (b)).   

 For an incident to be reportable as a Dangerous Occurrence, the incident must result (or could have 

resulted) in the release or escape of the hazard group 3 Covid 19 virus.  An example could include a 

phial known to contain the Covid 19 virus being smashed in a laboratory, leading to people being 

exposed.   

 For an incident to be reportable as an occupational exposure to a biological agent, the diagnosis of 

Covid 19 must be directly attributed to an occupational exposure.  Such instances could include, for 

example, frontline health and social care workers (e.g. ambulance personnel, GPs, social care 

providers, hospital staff etc) who have been involved in providing care/ treatment to known cases of 



Covid 19, who subsequently develop the disease and this is reliably attributed to their work and 

verified by a registered medical practitioner’s statement.       

HSE do not anticipate receiving many cases of RIDDOR reportable incidents, as such cases will not be 

easy to identify, and are anticipated to be rare, especially as prevalence of Covid 19 increases in the 

general population.    

As with current practice on DATIX, where a Reviewer has the view that an incident may be RIDDOR 

reportable they must select yes in the drop down selection box on the DiF2 form. Along with the 

general link to RIDDOR guidance, there is now an additional link for COVID specific guidance to help 

the Manager with that selection (above transcript along with supporting Flowchart - Appendix 1). 

 

 

This will then flag the report to the Health and Safety Service. The Board’s Health and Safety Lead 

will review the DATIX and determine if the criteria for a RIDOOR report has been made. Where it has 

the Health and Safety Service will be responsible for make the report to HSE. 

  



Appendix 1: Managers’ flowchart for consideration of RIDDOR in Covid-19 
 

 


